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 The purpose of this newsletter is to 

share God’s Word so that our members will 

better understand who we are to be and 

what we are to do in the light of the 

Scriptures.  It is our hope that this monthly 

publication will help you grow in your 

relationship with the Lord and as a 

Christian steward. 

 

Living a Disciplined Lifestyle 

 The intimate relationship that Jesus 

establishes with us and through which we 

are enabled to grow is nurtured by a 

disciplined lifestyle that incorporates 

spiritual disciplines.  Examples of spiritual 

disciplines are praying, worshiping, fasting, 

serving, and giving.   Richard Foster, in his 

book Celebration of Discipline, writes “God 

has ordained the disciplines of the spiritual 

life as the means by which we place 

ourselves where He can bless us.” The 

spiritual disciplines that we develop will put 

us where Jesus can work within us to 

transform us and use us.  By grace, God 

works through these disciplines to mold us 

and change us into stewards who can bless 

others as we’ve been blessed. 

 Another benefit to spiritual 

disciplines is that they help us to 

acknowledge our dependence upon God.  

God is our power source, so we need to stay 

connected to Him.  Spiritual disciplines train 

us to stay connected.  In His Word, God 

promises never to forsake us (Hebrews 

13:5).  Although He promises never to leave 

us, we can sever that connection with Him at 

any time.  However, without that connection 

with Him, we are no longer able to live as 

His children and as His stewards.  Because  

 

 

spiritual disciplines remind us continually of 

God’s sovereignty and our need for Him, we 

should incorporate spiritual disciplines into 

our lives. 

 In addition, spiritual disciplines help 

us evaluate our spiritual condition.  If we 

aren’t practicing spiritual disciplines, we 

need to question why we aren’t.  Without 

spiritual disciplines in our lives, we are 

depriving ourselves of an intimate 

relationship with Jesus, and we will not be 

able to practice a pleasing stewardship 

lifestyle.  

 

 

 

Stewardship of Self 

 Failure to allow God to rule our lives 

or to become self-sufficient is sin.  

Augustine wrote, “Thou has made us for 

Thyself.”  Paul reminds us, “[We] are not 

[our] own; [we] were bought at a price” (1 

Corinthians 6:19-20).  When we fail to 

acknowledge our dependence upon God and 

follow our wills, we are rebelling against 

Him.  Our will supersedes what God desires 

for us.  Dr. Lynn Hough wrote, “The will is 

the last citadel of the personality.  

Stewardship which does not include the 



surrender of the will to God misses the very 

central application of our being God’s 

possession.” 

Through the working of the Holy 

Spirit, we become people eager to live in a 

relationship with Jesus rather than in 

isolated independence.  Christ initiated this 

relationship with us, and, in response, we 

give ourselves to Him and His work.  We 

walk daily with Christ.  An example of how 

an intimate relationship makes things work 

is that of a happy marriage.  When there is a 

loving and giving relationship between 

husband and wife, there will be a happy and 

successful marriage.  If the marriage is 

based only on rules and contracts, the 

marriage won’t last.  In the same way that 

spouses thrive when a loving relationship 

exists between them, we, as stewards, need 

an intimate relationship with Jesus in order 

to live productive and fulfilling stewardship 

lifestyles.  When we have an intimate 

relationship with the Lord, we willingly live 

each day as stewards who practice 

stewardship lifestyles.  

 The giving of self is illustrated by 

Paul in 2 Corinthians 8:3-5.  “For I testify 

that [the Macedonians] gave as much as 

they were able, and even beyond their 

ability.  Entirely on their own, they urgently 

pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing 

in this service to the saints.  And they did not 

do as we expected, but they gave themselves 

first to the Lord and then to us in keeping 

with God’s will.”  In spite of their economic 

hardships, the Macedonians responded 

generously and sacrificially to the plight of 

the people in Jerusalem.  They were able to 

give beyond their ability because they had 

first given themselves to the Lord.  The 

Macedonians found it a privilege and a joy 

to give what they had to people in need.  

Because of their love relationship with 

Jesus, they delighted in giving.  Mature 

stewards do the right things for the right 

reasons. 

 God’s Word and Sacraments are His 

means of grace through which He empowers 

us to give of ourselves.  As the Holy Spirit 

works through Word and Sacraments, He 

teaches us to become givers rather than 

takers and transforms us into people who 

use our lives, gifts, and resources in service 

to the Lord as Christian stewards.  When we 

become self-giving people, God is pleased 

because He wants us, not our gifts.  “What I 

want is not your possessions but you.” (2 

Corinthians 12:14).  When God has all of us, 

our deeds of stewardship grow into a 

lifestyle of stewardship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

We Reap what We Sow 

“The story is told of a miller who asked an 

apple grower, ‘How is it when I measured 

the five barrels of apples you sold me last 

week I was almost a barrel short?’  ‘That’s a 

fair question,’ the apple grower replied.  ‘All 

I did was to send them to you in five of your 

own flour barrels.’ ” (George Ray) 

Blessings on your Stewardship Journey! 



 


